WEETSLADE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(Dr.  THEODORE  CRAIG) 

AND  OF  THE 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector 

(H,  G.  McNAUGHT,  A.R.S.I.) 

OF  THE 

Health  of  the  District  in  1930. 


THE  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WEET SLADE 

for  the  Year  1930. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  W eetslade  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  dealing  with  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Weetslade  District  during  the  year 

1930. 


I  have  been  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  make  this 
report  in  a  somewhat  different  form  to  that  of  previous  years,  as  it  is 
in  the  nature  of  a  survey  of  the  Public  Health  Work  in  your  district 
during  the  past  five  years. 

I  do  not  propose  to  do  more  than  refer  to  the  fact  that  we 
have  made  a  complete  sweep  of  our  antiquated  Sewage  disposal  system 
and  have  now  a  thoroughly  modern  Sewage  plant  which  takes  all  our 
sewage  direct  to  the  sea  by  the  Seaton  Burn  Valley  Scheme. 

The  small  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Wideopen  is  still  acting 
efficiently  for  the  needs  of  the  area  concerned. 

Another  important  reform  which  you  are  now  in  process  of 
completing  is  the  conversion  of  the  great  majority  of  your  Privy  Middens 
into  Water  Closets.  This  will  not  only  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  health 
of  the  community  directly,  but,  indirectly,  it  will  help  to  keep  your 
streets  cleaner  and  reduce  the  cost  of  scavenging. 

I  very  much  regret  that  your  Surveyor  and  I  were  unable  to 
make  a  clean  sweep  of  all  the  privy  middens  in  the  district,  but, 
unfortunately,  we  still  have,  in  Weetslade,  a  great  deal  of  house 
property  which  is  barely  fit  for  human  habitation,  and  yet,  so  great  is 
the  shortage  of  houses  that  we  simply  cannot  issue  closing  orders 
because  we  can  find  no  other  available  accommodation  for  our  growing 
population, 
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We  hope  that,  in  the  near  future,  you  will  be  able  to  build  a 
large  number  of  ‘Small  Type”  houses,  either  under  a  ‘  Slum  Clearance 
Scheme  or  under  the  New  Housing  Act,  and  then  we  will  demand  that 
every  house  which  is  not  suitable  for  human  habitation  shall  be  closed 
or  rebuilt. 

Some  of  the  tenement  property  is  so  very  poor  that  we  could 
not  justify  the  expense  of  converting  the  Privies  when  considering  the 
very  small  value  of  the  property  concerned. 

During  the  past  five  years  you  have  done  a  great  deal  to  make 
the  Roads  and  Footpaths  reasonably  safe  for  traffic,  but  there  still  remains 
a  great  deal  of  work  which  will  have  to  be  done  by  the  County  Council. 

While  it  may  be,  in  some  ways,  a  relief  to  you  to  have  the 
roads  taken  over  by  the  County  Council,  in  some  ways  I  regret  that 
I  can  no  longer  bring  necessary  repairs  directly  to  your  notice  as  in 
days  gone  by. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  your  representatives  on  the  County  Council 
will,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  bring  the  needs  of  Weetslade  before 
the  County  Council,  and  continue  to  do  so  until  we  receive  the  attention 
we  deserve. 

It  is  a  matter  of  considerable  satisfaction  to  me  to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  health  of  the  people  of  Weetslade  has  been  remarkably 
good  during  the  year  1930,  particularly  as  no  one  knows  better  than 
I  do  that  unemployment  is  still  rife  and  wages  at  the  lowest  possible 
standard  consistent  with  reasonably  decent  existence. 

During  1930  Weetslade  was  again  free  from  any  definite 
epidemic  disease.  We  had  a  fair  number  of  cases  of  Influenza  but 
certainly  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  Epidemic. 

Only  eight  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  1930, 
four  cases  of  Diphtheria,  six  cases  of  Erysipelas,  and  one  case  of 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

I  might  mention  here  that,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  I  have  now  made  satisfactory 
arrangements  for  the  admission  of  Erysipelas  patients  to  Walker  Gate 
Hospital. 

I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  repeat  the  statement  which  I 
made  in  my  last  report  when  referring  to  our  remarkable  freedom  from 
Epidemic  disease  :  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  our  freedom  is  not 
due  to  the  excellence  of  our  sanitation  but  to  the  fact  that,  owing  to 
.e  cor,tract  system  of  medical  service  in  the  area,  leases  are  seen 
within  a  few  hours  of  the  onset  of  disease,  removed  to  Hospital 
almost  immediatedly,  and,  probable  sources  of  infection  having  been 
removed,  disinfection  is  promptly  carried  out  with  every  prospect  of 
success, 
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In  most  working  class  districts,  apart  from  Northumberland  and 
Durham,  the  family  finances  are  such  as  do  not  justify  calling  in  a 
private  practitioner  until  the  patient  is  seriously  ill  ;  hence,  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  remain  untreated  in  their  homes  with  the  result  that 
a  whole  district  is  subject  to  infection  and  epidemics  occur. 

I  also  regard  the  above  statement  as  the  strongest  possible 
argument  in  favour  of  a  local  practitioner  acting  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  because  he  sees  the  case  in  his  private  capacity  and  arranges 
for  isolation  and  disinfection  immediately,  thus  avoiding  the  waste  of 
time,  seldom  less  than  24  hours,  involved  in  communicating  with  an 
M.O.H.  who  does  not  reside  in  the  district.  Those  24  hours  of 
necessary  delay  are  often  the  cause  of  an  epidemic. 

As  in  1929,  the  greatest  part  of  the  medical  practitioners’  work 
in  this  district  has  not  been  combating  with  disease,  but  rather  trying 
to  prevent  debility  giving  rise  to  disease.  Only  those  who  have  had 
need  to  frequent  the  Surgeries  can  realise  the  enormous  number  of 
people,  particularly  women  and  children,  who  throng  the  Surgeries 
morning  and  night  in  search  of  tonics,  etc.,  to  enable  them  to  carry  on. 

In  this  year  of  grace,  1931,  it  is  sad  to  reflect  that  so  many 
of  our  working-class  people  are  barely  getting  the  necessities  of  life, 
and  some  are  almost  starving. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  reflected  in  the  remarkable  number  of 
letters  which  we  have  to  write  to  try  and  get  help  from  various  public 
and  private  charities  for  people  who  ought  to  be  earning  a  decent  living 
for  the  amount  of  hard  work  they  are  doing. 

Some  idea  of  the  poverty  of  the  district  may  be  gathered  from 
the  fact  that,  during  1930,  over  60%  of  the  insured  persons  on  my 
Panel  required  National  Health  Insurance  benefit,  as  against  10%.  in 
1920.  One  can  only  hope  that  the  new  year  may  bring  better  things. 

Once  again,  Gentlemen,  I  beg  of  you  to  try  and  get  a  new 
road  made  between  Dudley  and  Annitsford,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile, 
where  at  present  one  has  to  travel  two  miles  by  one  route,  or  four 
miles  by  the  other,  if  one  wishes  to  travel  dry-shod  and  in  decent 
comfort. 

A  pleasing  feature  in  the  statistics  for  1930  is  the  fact  that  our 
illegitimate  birth-rate  has  fallen  to  less  than  half  of  what  it  was  in 
1929.  Only  four  illegitimate  children  were  born  and  they  all  survived. 

I  would  once  more  call  your  attention  to  the  Statistical  Tables  in 
my  report,  as,  by  studying  these,  you  will  obtain  in  the  simplest  manner 
valuable  information  about  the  health  of  Weetslade  and  comparisons  with 
the  health  of  the  country  generally. 
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In  this  connection  it  is  possible  that  there  may  be  a  very  slight 
error  in  the  figures  now  laid  before  you  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  has  not  yet  come  to  hand. 
My  figures  are  based  on  an  estimated  population  of  7,800. 

In  1930  there  was  only  one  death  from  Puerperal  Sepsis.  No 
other  death  occurred  as  a  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

Notwithstanding  the  hard  times  which  our  people  have  been 
enduring,  it  is  an  interesting  and  pleasing  fact  that,  as  shown  in 
Table  I,  our  Birth-rate  is  higher,  our  Death-rate  is  lower  and  our 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  also  lower  than  the  corresponding  average 
rates  for  all  England. 

The  remaining  portion  of  my  report  is  mainly  statistical  and  has 
been  framed  as  desired  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  so  that  necessary 
facts  shall  appear  in  the  most  suitable  order  for  comparison  with  reports 
from  other  districts. 

It  only  remains  to  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  unfailing 
courtesy  and  kindness  to  me  as  your  Medical  Officer,  for  the  good 

work  you  have  done  for  the  people  of  Weetslade,  and  for  all  the 

time  and  trouble  you  have  taken  in  carrying  out  what  is  generally 

regarded  as  a  rather  thankless  job. 

May  you  long  be  spared  to  continue  your  good  work,  and 

strengthened  in  your  determination  to  make  things  better  for  the 
“under-dog.’’ 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORE  CRAIG , 

» 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  F.R.S.M.E.,  etc. 
- - - -  ■  «!-■  » 

APPENDIX. 

STATISTICS  &  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area:  2,257-837  acres , 

Population  (a)  At  Census,  1921  :  6,957. 

(b)  Estimated  at  June,  1929:  7,739. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921): 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921):  1,493. 

Rateable  Value:  £23,019. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate:  £89. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

As  the  great  majority  of  the  workers  in  Weetslade  are  engaged 
in  the  Mining  Industry,  it  naturally  follows  that  conditions  of  life  have 
fallen  very  considerably  in  the  last  four  years.  The  impoverished  state 
of  the  Coal  Trade  is  reflected  in  the  standard  of  living  of  the  miners. 
I  have  already  referred  to  this  matter  in  an  earlier  part  of  this  report  and 
would  only  add  here  that  the  most  prevalent  disease  is  sheer  debility  due 
to  lack  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

This  debility  is  not  evident  in  the  small  proportion  of  the  people 
who  are  engaged  in  agriculture  and  among  the  shop-keeping  and  clerical 
classes. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICIALS  OF  WEETSLADE 

URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Theodore  Craig,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

H.  G.  McNaught,  A.R.S.I.,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
do.  Inspector  of  Meat. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total.  Males.  Females. 


Live  Births  :  Legitimate 

162 

78 

84 

Birth-rate,  21.3  per  1 ,000. 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

2 

Still  Births  . 

5 

Rate 

per  1 ,000  total  births,  30. 

Deaths  . 

69 

Death-rate,  8.8  per  1,000. 

Percentage  of  total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  ...  2 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Childbirth  : 

From  Sepsis  ...  1 

From  other  causes  Nil 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1 ,000  live  births 
Actual  Figures  :  Legitimate,  60;  illegitimate,  Nil — Total,  60. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 

There  has  been  no  excessive  mortality  during  the  year,  but  there 
were  two  more  cases  of  death  from  Arterio-sclerosis  and  one  more  death 
from  Cancer  than  those  reported  last  year. 

There  were  16  fewer  deaths  in  1930  than  in  1929,  and  our 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  dropped  from  68,4  to  60  per  1 ,000  births. 


6 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

NURSING  IN  THE  Home. — All  official  home  nursing  is  done  by 
District  Nurses  under  the  Northumberland  County  Nursing  Association 
and  supported  by  local  Nursing  Associations. 

INFECTIOUS  Diseases. — No  provision  is  made  for  nursing  cases 
of  Infectious  Disease  at  home.  The  great  majority  of  cases  are  removed 
to  hospitals. 

MlDWIVES. — No  Widwives  are  employed  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority.  Practically  all  cases  are  attended  by  the  Nurses  of 
the  local  Nursing  Associations.  There  is  one  registered  midwife  in 
Dudley,  who  occasionally  attends  a  case  with  the  local  doctor,  and  one 
from  Seghill  does  a  little  maternity  work  in  Annitsford.  It  is  only  on 
very  rare  occasions  that  any  midwifery  case  in  Weetslade  is  attended 
by  a  “handy  woman;”  in  fact,  such  cases  only  occur  when  the  qualified 
midwives  are  actually  engaged  in  attending  another  woman  in  labour, 
and  the  midwife  almost  invariably  takes  over  such  cases  as  soon  as  she 
is  able  to  leave  her  own  patient. 

The  Local  Authority  has  no  relation  with  the  administration  of 
National  Health  Insurance. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Relief  is  under  the  control  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  their 
own  laboratory  in  Newcastle. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Adopted  Acts. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — Part  3. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — Part  2,  Part  3 
(except  Sections  39  to  42  inclusive)  and  Part  4  (except  Section  67). 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

HOSPITALS. 

There  are  no  Hospitals  in  the  "Weetslade  Area  and  all  cases 
requiring  hospital  treatment  are  removed  to  various  institutions  outside 
the  district.  As  no  part  of  Weetslade  is  more  than  nine  miles  from 
Newcastle,  cases  are  easily  and  quickly  conveyed  to  hospital. 

The  following  hospitals  admit  patients  from  Weetslade  :  — 

GENERAL  MEDICAL  and  SURGICAL;  Royal  Victoria 
Infirmary,  Newcastle. 

CHILDREN.  7  he  Fleming  Memorial  Hospital  for  Sick 
Children,  Newcastle.  The  Babies’  Hospital,  West  Parade,  Newcastle, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  :  Gosforth  and  Newburn  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  Lemington-on-1  yne.  This  hospital  also  accepts  cases 
of  Smallpox  if  beds  are  available. 

Smallpox.  In  times  of  epidemic,  cases  are  received  into  the 
Smallpox  Hospital,  Town  Moor,  Newcastle,  by  favour  of  the  Newcastle 
Corporation,  and  we  have  been  able  to  arrange  with  the  Ashington 
Smallpox  Hospital  to  take  a  number  of  cases  in  past  years. 

Erysipelas.  Until  very  recently  we  were  unable  to  provide  hospital 
accommodation  for  cases  of  Erysipelas,  but  now  such  cases  are  received 
into  the  Newcastle  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Walker  Gate, 
Newcastle. 

Note.  I  understand  that  the  Northumberland  County  Council 
are  at  present  considering  a  scheme  for  providing  permanent  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospitals  for  Urban  Districts  under  a  joint  scheme. 

The  Public  Assistance  Committee  of  Northumberland  County 
Council  admit  necessitous  cases  to  their  hospital  at  North  Shields  for 
medical  treatment.  They  also  admit  maternity  cases  and  a  certain  number 
of  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis.  Adult  cases  :  Wooley  Sanatorium,  near  Hexham. 

Barrasford  Sanatorium. 

Juvenile  Cases  :  Stannington  Sanatorium,  near 

Morpeth. 

Pathological  Work  is  efficiently  done  at  the  Royal  Victoria 
Infirmary,  Newcastle. 

Maternity  Cases  are  admitted  to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity 

Hospital,  Jubilee  Road,  Newcastle. 

Venereal  Cases  are  treated  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary. 

I  regret  that  no  provision  is  made  for  cases  of  Chronic  Sickness 
apart  from  the  Public  Assistance  Committee’s  Hospital  at  North  Shields. 

Mental  Cases  are  admitted  to  the  County  Mental  Hospital  at 
Morpeth. 

New  arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
Mental  Defciency,  but  I  have  no  particulars  available  at  present. 

Orthopcedic  Cases  go  to  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  cases  are  treated  at  the  special  department 

of  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  and  at  the  Ear,  Nose  and 
Throat  Hospital,  Rye  Hill,  Newcastle. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  cases  are  received  at  the  Princess 
Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  There  has  always  been  difficulty  in 
obtaining  beds  for  these  cases,  but  the  Poor  Law  Hospital  has  always 
taken  such  cases  at  my  request. 
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Eye  Diseases  are  treated  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  and 
at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  St.  Mary’s  Place,  Newcastle. 

Dental  Hospital  :  Percy  Street,  Newcastle. 

As  regards  skill  and  attention,  we  are  exceptionally  well  off  in 
this  district,  but,  as  regards  accommodation,  all  the  hospitals  have  long 
waiting  lists.  Only  the  most  acute  cases  can  be  certain  of  admission; 
many  cases  remain  on  the  waiting  lists  of  the  varous  institutions  for  a  year 
or  more.  In  partcular,  I  would  mention  that,  in  my  opinion,  many  cases 
of  tuberculosis  might  be  saved  if  they  could  be  admitted  to  a  Sanatorium 
as  soon  as  the  disease  is  recognised.  Under  present  conditions  it  is  not 
uncommon  for  months  to  elapse  between  application  and  admission. 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area. 

MATERNITY  MORBIDITY. 

Under  a  recent  scheme  of  the  Northumberland  County  Council, 
it  is  now  possible  to  secure  specialist  advice  in  the  homes  of  the  patients, 
end,  when  necessary,  these  cases  are  removed  to  the  Princess  Mary 
Maternity  Plospital,  Newcastle. 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Weetslade  Authority  for  the  care  of 
unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children,  and  mental 
defectives  All  such  cases  come  under  the  Public  Assistance  Committee 
of  the  Northumberland  County  Council. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES . 

(a)  Infectious  cases  are  removed  by  Ambulances  provided  by  the 
various  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals. 

(b)  Ambulances  are  provided  at  all  the  local  collieries,  either  by 
Local  Associations  or  by  arrangement  with  the  Coal  Companies. 
Weetslade  U.D.C.  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Gosforth  U.D.C.,  who 
provide  an  Ambulance  on  request  from  the  Medical  Officer. 

Mr.  David  Forbes,  of  Wideop  en,  also  provides  a  very  excellent 
Ambulance  at  exceptionally  reasonable  terms. 

Clinics.  There  are  no  Clinics  or  Treatment  Centres  in  VCTetslade 
ow.ng  to  the  fact  that  practically  all  the  workers  and  their  families  are 
medically  alter. ded  under  various  Contract  Systems. 

A  certain  number  of  cases  attend  Centres  in  neighbouring  areas. 

Note.  Through  the  generosity  of  a  local  lady,  handsome  premises 
ria\e  now  been  erected  in  Dudley.  The  County  Council  propose  to  open 
Child  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  therein  in  the  near  future. 

Tuberculosis  Clinics  are  available  at  Wallsend  and  Blyth, 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area . 
WATER  SUPPLY . 

An  ample  supply  of  good  water  Is  obtained  from  the  Newcastle 
and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  but  there  is  no  water  laid  on  in  the 
old  houses  of  the  district,  which  obtain  their  supply  from  stand-pipes 
in  the  road.  This  system  entails  much  hardship  on  the  occupants 
of  the  houses  and  I  would  urgently  present  to  your  attention  the 
desirability  of  having  at  least  one  tap  laid  on  in  every  house.  I  am 
glad  to  note  that  in  the  new  houses,  which  have  been  built  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  water  has  been  laid 
on  and  sanitary  arrangements  attended  to.  No  analysis  of  the  general 
water  supply  was  made  in  1930.  There  are  four  shallow  wells  on 
farm  premises  in  the  district,  but  the  water  is  not  used  for  domestic 
purposes. 

RIVERS  &  STREAMS. 

Prior  to  1928  a  certain  amount  of  pollution  of  the  Seaton  Burn 
was  unavoidable  owing  to  the  fact  that  our  Sewage  Farms  were  unfit  to 
deal  with  their  effluent  in  an  adequate  manner. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Seaton  Burn  Valley  Sewage  Scheme  we 
have  no  further  use  for  the  Sewage  harms,  and  all  sewage  is  conveyed 
by  pipes  to  the  sea. 

DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE. 

As  mentioned  above,  the  Seaton  Burn  Valley  joint  Sewage  Scheme 
was  opened  in  1928,  and  all  sewage  is  now  disposed  of  in  a  properly 
sanitary  manner. 

At  the  same  time,  the  whole  of  the  drains  and  sewers  in  Weetslade 
were  thoroughly  overhauled  and  reorganised  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Engineers  to  the  Sewage  Scheme. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  &  SCAVENGING. 

These  matters  are  fully  dealt  with  in  the  report  of  your  Sanitary 
Insoector. 

Towards  the  end  of  1930  the  Authority  commenced  a  scheme  for 
the  wholesale  conversion  of  Privy  Middens  to  a  Water-carriage  system. 
This  scheme  is  now  approaching  completion. 

M  any  of  the  existing  Privy-middens  are  in  a  disgraceful  state. 

During  the  year  1930  there  were  remarkably  few  complaints  in 
relation  to  the  Scavenging  of  Weetslade  generally,  and  prompt  and  efficient 
action  was  taken  in  every  case.  The  bulk  of  the  scavenging  is  done  by 
the  Council  workmen,  but  the  Whdeopen  area  is  scavenged  under  contract 
with  local  carters. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  M.O.H.  engages  in  general  practice 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  area  and  is  District  Medical  Officer  for 
the  whole  area,  it  naturally  follows  that  serious  nuisances  are  reported 
to  him  when  he  is  visiting  his  patients.  Necessary  action  is  taken  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who  deals  with  them  categorically  in  his  attached 
report. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that,  notwithstanding  the  extensive  provision 
of  modern  houses  by  the  Council  during  the  past  few  years,  accommodation 
is  still  so  limited  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  issue  closing  orders, 
as  there  is  no  alternative  accommodation  for  a  very  large  number  of  people 
who  are  compelled  to  live  in  houses  which  fall  far  below  the  present 
standard  of  working-class  property. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

In  a  colliery  district  smoke  is  accepted  as  a  necessary  evil  ;  in  one 
case  where  a  most  unpleasant  smell  arose  from  a  burning  pit-heap,  the 
owners  were  requested  to  ameliorate  this,  but,  so  far,  no  action  has  been 
taken  beyond  the  removal  of  part  of  the  heap.  The  nuisance  still  remains. 
Owing  to  the  precarious  state  of  the  Coal  Trade,  the  Council  are  loath  to 
take  any  action  which  might  result  in  closing  down  yet  another  mine,  with 
consequent  unemployment. 

PREMISES  &  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN 
BE  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE  -  LA  WS,  &c. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. — There  are  two  licensed  Slaughter-houses 
in  Dudley  and  two  in  Seaton  Burn.  All  have  been  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory. 

COWSHEDS  AND  Dairies. — I  am  glad  to  note  that  these  continue 
to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 

DISPOSAL  OF  THE  Dead. — Arrangements  are  now  being  made 
for  the  formation  of  a  new  cemetery  between  Dudley  and  Seaton  Burn, 
as  the  accommodation  hitherto  provided  by  the  North  Gosforth  Burial 
Board  is  becoming  entirely  inadequate. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  entire  sanitary  control  of  all  the  Schools  in  Weetslade  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  who  deals  with  these  matters 
in  his  annual  report.  No  school  has  been  closed  on  account  of  infectious 
disease, 
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In  my  opinion  the  Schools  are  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and 
the  local  Education  Authority  are  taking  steps  to  provide  better 
accommodation. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Beyond  authorising  the  M.O.H.  to  issue  posters  advising  the  public 
as  to  general  sanitation  during  Epidemics,  no  action  is  taken  here. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS. 

As  there  are  no  premises  in  the  district  dealing  with  these  materials, 
it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action. 

HOUSING. 

Statistics  for  the  year  1930  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Although  there  has  been  a  very  marked  improvement  in  Housing 
Conditions  since  1  first  came  among  you  in  1920,  there  still  remains  a  great 
deal  of  work  to  be  done. 

I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  the  houses  erected  by  the  Council 
under  the  various  subsidy  schemes,  but,  in  Weetslade,  as  in  all  mining 
areas,  the  great  majority  of  tenants  are  finding  it  almost  impossible  to  pay 
the  rents  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  with  the  result  that  we  are 
several  thousand  pounds  in  arrears. 

In  my  opinion  the  only  solution  to  the  problem  is  to  build  houses 
on  a  less  ambitious  scale,  so  that,  although  the  accommodation  is  not  all 
that  could  be  desired,  the  average  miner  could  afford  to  live  under  decent 
sanitary  conditions. 

When  one  learns  the  rents  paid  for  hovels,  it  does  not  appear 
to  be  impossible  to  provide  decent  dwellings  for  the  same  money. 

INSPECTION  &  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

These  matters  are  dealt  with  by  your  Saniatry  Inspector. 

MlLK  Supply. — There  was  no  occasion  to  take  action  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Milk  Supply  of  Weetslade  during  1930.  I  might  add, 
in  passing,  that  analysis  of  milk  from  all  dairies  in  Weetslade  was  made 
in  1928,  and  the  results  were  very  satisfactory. 

Examination  of  Meat. — A  summary  of  the  results  of  Examina¬ 
tion  of  Meat  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  report, 


Adulteration  of  Food. — No  action  was  required  in  1930. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. — This  work 
is  done,  when  necessary,  in  the  Laboratory  of  the  Northumberland 
County  Council;  no  samples  were  sent  from  Weetslade  during  1930. 

Nutrition. — It  has  not  been  possible  to  do  any  propaganda  work 
in  this  direction  during  the  past  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  housewives 
of  the  district  do  not  appreciate  any  interference  with  their  domestic 
economy. 

The  M.O.H.  made  a  few  suggestions  in  the  columns  of  a  local 
paper  which,  obviously,  were  not  appreciated. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES ,  &c. 

Weetslade  has  been  remarkably  free  from  Infectious  Disease  during 
1930  as  is  shown  by  the  attached  Table. 

No  official  action  has  been  taken  apart  from  the  usual  measures  of 
isolation  and  disinfection. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  U.D.C.  as  required. 

EXAMINATION  of  PATHOLOGICAL  and 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  SPECIMENS. 


Full  use  has  been  made  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  Swabs  have  been  taken  from  all  suspicious  throats,  and  sputum 
has  been  examined  from  all  cases  of  suspected  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  School  Medical  matters  are  entirely  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  County  Authorities,  and  as  Weetslade  has  no  local  facilities 
for  Bacteriological  work,  w^e  have  had  ;no  opportunity  of  using  the 
“Schick”  and  “Dick”  Tests  or  any  form  of  Artificial  Immunisation. 


As  the  M.O.H.  is  also  Public  Vaccinator,  all  necessary 
vaccinations  have  been  done  in  his  secondary  capacity. 

There  was  no  undue  prevalence  of  Influenza  during  1930. 

I  am  glad  to  note  a  marked  increase  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
School  Teachers  in  the  Area,  —  quite  a  number  of  children  have  been 
examined  by  the  local  doctors  on  the  advice  of  the  Teachers. 


I  have  no  observations  to  make  upon  Cancer,  as  this  area  does  not 
furnish  many  cases. 

The  Weetslade  U.D.C.  have  no  apparatus  for  disinfecting 
verminous  persons  or  their  belongings.  Should  occasion  arise,  we  can 
obtain  assistance  from  the  Tynemouth  Union. 
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As  mentioned  above,  the  M.O.H.  is  a  general  practitioner  and 
keeps  in  very  close  touch  with  the  needs  of  the  public,  hence  official 
action  is  seldom  necessary. 

A  tabulated  statement  of  Infectious  Disease  is  attached. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS . 

No  action  has  been  necessary  up  to  the  present  time. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neo-natorum  during  1930. 

TUBERCULOSIS. — A  tabulated  statement  is  attached.  No  action 
was  taken  under  the  Act  of  1925.  See  Table  IV. 


Table  I.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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TABLE  II. 


CIVILIANS  ONLY. 


Causes  of  Death  in  Weetslade  Urban  District,  1930. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

34 

35 

1 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

2 

Small-pox 

3 

Measles 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5 

Whooping  Cough. 

6 

Diphtheria 

1 

7 

Influenza 

1 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

9 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

2 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

4 

5 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

16 

Heart  Disease... 

3 

5 

17 

Arterio-Scelerosis 

6 

6 

18 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum... 

22 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years) 

1 

23 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

25 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

3 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

27 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

28 

Congenital  Debility,  and  Mai- 

formation,  Premature  Birth 

4 

2 

29 

Suicide 

30 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

3 

31 

Other  Defined  Diseases... 

7 

2 

32 

Causes,  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 
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TABLE  III. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1930. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

.  0 

...  ... 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  8 

...  .  •  • 

0 

Diphtheria 

.  4 

...  •  •  . 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

.  1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

.  0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

.  1 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1  <  1 

2 

Erysipelas 

.  6 

...  . .  • 

0 

TABLE  IV. 

TUBERCULOSIS :  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1930.* 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  the 
disease  in  the  area  during  1930  should  be  given  in  the  Report  in  the 
following  form : — 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases,  f 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on- 

Pul  monary 

M.  )  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  • . 

5  . 

1 

1 

10  . 

1 

2 

2 

3 

15  . 

1 

1 

20  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

25 

1 

1 

1 

35  . 

45  . 

1 

1 

55  . 

65  and  upwards. 

9 

LA 

Totals  . 

6 

5 

5 

5 

2 

1 
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THE  REPORT 


of  the 


SURVEYOR  &  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


- . . . ~ 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weetslade  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1930. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

There  have  been  erected  during  the  year  1 3  new  houses  by 
private  enterprise.  This  is  a  considerable  reduction  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

HIGHWAYS . 

The  year  1930  saw  considerable  changes  in  highway  adminis¬ 
tration  caused  by  the  advent  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929. 
Through  these  changes  the  following  highways  were  taken  over  by  the 
County  Council  : 

Weetslade  Road  ...  ...  Class  II  road. 

Seaton  Burn  Road  ...  ...  ,,  II  ,, 

Annitsford  Road  ...  ...  ,,  I  ,, 

During  the  year  the  following  roads  have  been  surfaced  with 
tarmacadam  : 

Arcot  Road  ...  ...  600  super  yards. 

Entrance  to  Wansbeck  Road  450  ,,  ,, 

The  Coach  Lane  improvement  was  also  carried  out,  which 
provided  for  the  following  : 

Tarmacadam  ...  ...  500  super  yards. 

Flagged  footpath  ...  ...  870  ,,  ,, 

Concrete  kerb  ...  ...  470  lin.  yards. 

Tar  spraying  for  the  year  was  carried  out  by  pressure  tank  at 
considerable  saving  as  compared  with  the  application  by  hand,  a  total 
area  of  12,100  super  yards  being  carried  out  in  very  short  time. 

The  whole  of  the  public  footpaths  throughout  the  district  were 
attended  to  and  ashes  were  laid  on  where  necessary. 
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PRIVATE  STREET  WORKS. 

No  private  street  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  the 
Annitsford  Private  Street  Works  being  still  under  consideration. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Weetslade  Urban  District  has  an  efficient  system  of  sewage 
disposal,  having  the  sewage  from  the  greater  part  of  the  district 
discharging  into  tidal  waters. 

The  Wideopen  Sewage  Works,  dealing  with  the  Wideopen  and 
Hazelrigg  districts,  have  been  overhauled  and  portions  renewed  during 
the  year  and  are  in  good  working  order,  but  I  would  like  to  draw  the 
Council’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  works  are  now  dealing  with  their 
full  capacity  of  sewage. 


WATERWORKS. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company,  Hazelrigg  and  North  Gosforth  being 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  Water  Company,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  area  under  the  Council.  During  the  year  the  following  mains  have 
been  laid  : 


North  Road  ...  120  1  in.  yards. 

Jackson  Street  ...  30  ,,  ,, 

The  total  consumption  of  water  for  the  whole  of  the  area,  with 
the  exception  of  Hazelrigg  and  North  Gosforth,  was  37,192,000  gallons 
and,  based  on  a  population  of  *7,000,  the  consumption  of  water  per 
head  per  day  was  14.53  gallons. 

*  Population  of  Hazelrigg  and  North  Gosforth  not  included. 

SC  A  VENGING. 

The  scavenging  during  the  year  was  very  satisfactory,  as  it  was 
possible  to  get  new  tips.  As  I  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  the 
time  is  fast  approaching  when  new  tips  will  have  to  be  obtained,  but 
I  have  no  doubt  that  this  matter  will  receive  your  careful  consideration 
at  the  completion  of  the  Privy  Conversion  Scheme,  when  the  nature 
of  the  material  to  be  disposed  of  will  be  entirely  different.  The  average 
cost  per  house  for  scavenging  was  12  shillings,  as  compared  with  12.13 
shillings  last  year. 
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PRIVY  CONVERSIONS. 

From  a  public  health  point  of  view,  the  Privy  Conversion  Scheme 
was  the  most  important  scheme  proposed  during  the  year.  The  scheme 
necessitated  a  complete  inspection  of  the  district  of  all  existing  privies, 
ashpits,  etc.,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  convert  about  1,075  privies. 
It  was  most  satisfactory  to  the  Council  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Unemployment  Grants  Committee,  and  the 
contracts  for  the  work  were  let  in  the  last  month  of  the  year. 

LIGHTING. 

During  the  year  8  new  lamps  were  erected,  bringing  the  total 
to  254,  242  of  which  are  gas  and  12  electric.  The  gas  is  supplied 
by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Gas  Company  and  the  electricity  by 
the  Newcastle  Electric  Supply  Company.  The  whole  of  the  lamp 
standards  were  painted  during  the  year. 

HOUSING. 

All  the  houses  owned  by  the  Council  (183)  were  painted  during 
1930  by  direct  labour,  the  men  for  this  work  being  drawn  from  the 
local  Employment  Exchange. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  G.  McN AUGHT. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  BEPORT:  Year  ending  December  31st,  1930. 
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Sheet  II  District:  WEETSLADE  URBAN  COUNCIL. 

HOUSING  (Consolidated)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

Tabular  Statement  as  required  by  Article  31,  for  Year  1930. 


HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR : 

With 

State  assistance.  Unaided.  Total. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  Nil  ...  Nil  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  Nil  ...  15  ...  15 


1  .—UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES : 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  210 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925  ...  23 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  32 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  (3)  above) 
found  not  to  be  “in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation”  73 

2. — REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT 

SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  its  Officers  73 

3. — ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS : 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925— 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  “notices”  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


•  *  * 
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(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ) 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  J  ^ 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  13  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined — the  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ;..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  and  not 
included  in  C  (2)  or  (5)  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(Signed)  H.  G.  McNAUGHT,  Inspector. 


Water  Drainage.  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Supply. _ _  _ 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED  : 


District : 

WEETSLADE. 

Inspector:  H.  G.  McNAUGHT. 

Year  1930. 

Privies  abolished  ... 

Privies  repaired  . 

Privy  Ashpits  abolished . 

Privy  Ashpits  roofed  or  repaired 
Pail  Closets  abolished 

Water  Closets  provided . 

Water  Closets  repaired . 

Sanitary  Bins  provided . 

Sanitary  Bins  renewed  ... 

New  Drains  constructed  ... 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Additional  Grullies  provided 

Old  Gullies  replaced  . 

Scullery  Sinks  provided . 

Scullery  Waste-pipes  repaired  ... 
Scullery  Waste-pipes  trapped  ... 
Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed 


After 

Letter 

After 

After 

or 

Informal 

Statutory 

Total. 

Interview. 

Notice. 

Notice. 

1 

10 

2 

3 

1 

4 


12 


1 


Sources  closed  or  discontinued — Nil.  No.  of  houses  affected — Nil. 
New  services  provided — Nil.  No.  of  houses  affected — Nil. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION  : 

Nil.  Particulars 

Nil,  Do, 


Nil. 

Nib 


Cases  Detected 
Remedied 


*  1  * 


i  i  i 


Other  Foods. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 

District:  WEETSUDE.  Inspector:  H.  G.  McNAUGHT.  Year  1930. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Surrendered. 

Seized. 

Legal  Proceedings 
and  Result. 

1. 

Beef  (home-killed) 

Stones 

• 

2. 

Beef  (imported) 

5  1 

3. 

Mutton  (home-killed) 

1  1 

4. 

• 

Mutton  (imported) 

*  9 

5. 

Pork 

1  1 

6. 

Game 

Lbs. 

7. 

Poultry 

1  1 

8. 

Fish 

1  > 

9. 

Fruit 

Lbs.  or 

Tins/ 

< 

•  r— < 

*— -H 

10. 

Canned  Goods 

Cases 

rH 

ft 

ft 

11- 

Bacon 

Lbs. 

12. 

Cheese 

91 

13. 

Butter 

1  1 

14. 

Lard 

1  1 

15. 

Ox  Livers 

16. 

Sheep 

17. 

Pig 

18. 

19. 

.  1 

REMARKS  (with  result  of  any  consequent  legal  proceedings)  : 


Nil. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


No. 

Samples  taken. 

Analysis. 

Remarks  as  to  action  taken  and  result. 

Nil 

Nil 

.  . 

Nil 

Nil 
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J.  &  J.  S.  Mackay, 
Herald  '  ’  Office ,  Morpeth . 
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